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the Nagpoor troops into junction with those under his command, in which case he would have found himself at the head of a very powerful army. It was not a moment for hesitation. Had Sindiah's forces, which were assembled and ready to march,, once entered Bhopal, shame would have made him risk any extremity, rather than recede upon our intervention. The Nuwab of Bhopal had,solicited to be taken under British protection. 1 was (the Marquess says) at the time on Sindiah's frontiers, with only my escort/' At this time our (Bengal) disposable troops were employed against Nepal. Cf But the case called for decision ; and I directed the Resident at Sindiah's court to request that His Highness would forbear any aggression upon Bhopal, as that state had become an ally to our Government. I desired that this communication should be made in the most conciliatory tone; and that the Resident would not report to me the violent language with which it would probably be met by Sindiah, so that there might be no affront to discuss : supposing Sindiah predetermined to go all lengths, any provocation from my message was of no moment * * * Sindiah, it was, unofficially, reported to me, received the intimation with all the vehemence of language which I had expected. But, notwithstanding his declaration, that he should follow his own course, his troops did not move,